
ABSTRACT GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION THROUGH EMAIL 
 
Abstract Format:  
Follow the format exactly as used in the sample abstract below.  In particular:  

• Submit abstract as an attached MS Word document. 
• Use BOLD and all capital letters for the abstract title.  
• Names and addresses should appear as in the example.  
• Single space all lines with the following exceptions:  

o leave one blank line between the title and author addresses  
o leave one blank line between the author addresses and the body of 

the abstract. 
• Underline the name of the presenting author.  
• Use a maximum of 250 words for the body of the abstract (exclusive of 

title and author addresses).  
• Use 12 point Times New Roman font.  
• Use italics for scientific names.  

Sample Abstract Format: 

FISH PRODUCTION OF THE OIL PLATFORMS OFF THE COAST OF 
CALIFORNIA 
 
J.T. Claisse1, D.J. Pondella, II1

, M. Love2, L.A. Zahn1, C.M. Williams1 and A.S. Bull3 

1Vantuna Research Group, Department of Biology, Occidental College, Los Angeles, 
CA, 90041.  2Marine Science Institute, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
93106.  3Pacific Region, Environmental Sciences Section, Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, Camarillo, CA 93010. 
 
To investigate the conservation and fisheries value of active and decommissioned oil 
platforms, standing stock biomass and production of fishes on oil platforms (and natural 
rocky reefs for comparison) off of southern California, USA were modeled using 
fisheries independent empirically-collected submersible and scuba survey data. All 
platforms and natural reefs included in the study were surveyed for at least 5 years. 
Standing stock biomass estimates incorporated depth-specific fish density and size 
structure with published weight-length relationships. Production of these fishes was then 
modeled over one year using von Bertalanffy growth function parameters and size-based 
species-specific estimates of natural mortality. Reproductive potential was also evaluated 
between platforms and natural reefs for species with published size-fecundity 
relationships (or other size-based measures of reproductive potential). Fish production 
estimates for oil platforms were high, often one to two orders of magnitude greater than 
rocky-reefs in the region. Per unit area of seafloor, oil platform fish populations also have 
significantly greater reproductive potential relative to those on rocky reefs. These results 
indicate that the potential contribution of oil platform habitat to biological resources in 
this region is substantial. 


